• wicked offences is penitence, which may be likened
unto a tree.
The root of this tree is contrition, which hides it-
self away in the heart of him who is truly repentant,
just as the root of another tree hides within the earth.
From the root contrition springs a trunk that bears
branches and leaves of confession and the fruit of
penance, As  to which Christ says in His gospel:
"Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance."
For by this fruit may men know this tree, and not
by the root that is hidden in the heart of man, nor
by the branches, nor by the leaves of confession. And
therefore Our Lord Jesus Christ says thus: "By their
fruits ye shall know them." From this root, too,
springs a seed of grace, the which seed is the mother
of security, and this seed is eager and hot. The grace
of this seed springs from God, through remembrance
of the day of doom and the pains of Hell. Of this
matter says Solomon:  'Tear the Lord, and depart
from evil/' The heat of this seed is the love o£ God
and the desiring of the joy everlasting. This heat
draws the heart of man unto God and causes him
to hate his sin. For truly there is nothing that tastes
so well to a child as the milk of its nurse, nor is there
anything more abhorrent to it than this same milk
when it is mingled with other food. Just so, to the
sinful man who loves his sin, it seems that it is
sweeter than anything else; but from the time that
he begins to love devoutly Our Lord Jesus Christ,
and desires the life everlasting, there is to him noth-
ing more abominable. For truly the law of God is
the love of God; whereof David the prophet says:
"Ye that love the Lord, hate evil." He that loves God
keeps His law and His word. The Prophet Daniel
saw this tree in spirit following upon the vision of
King Nebuchadnezzar, when he counselled him to
do penance. Penance is the tree of life to those who
receive it, and he that holds himself in true penitence
is blessed, according to the opinion of Solomon.
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